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John Keegan could give Barbara Tuchman a run for her money. In this excellently written

speculation on three major battles (A Study of Agincourt, Waterloo, and the Somme.)The first part of

the book was a mixed message. I can understand that as a writer John Keegan had to explain that

he has not been in a battle to quell detractors. However he may have overdone it a bit. Mixed with

his apology is an excellent overview of what a battle is. I made it to the Tet Offensive 1968. He

could have been next to me from his descriptions of battle. I did see some differences in attitude

between West Point and Sandhurst. I would have been satisfied if the first chapter was the

book.Then he goes on to dissect three grate battles. I only knew of the battles through Shakespeare



and other tellers of tales; so it was nice to get the skinny on what it was really most likely to be. You

do not have to be in a battle to feel you were there but it helps.This is one of those books that need

to be re-read as there are too many details and you will have to pause and think about what you just

read.This book was very well worth the time to read it.
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